
Michelle Ann Kruse
October 24, 1971 - December 5, 2021

Shelly was ushered into the presence of her precious Savior on Sunday
December 5th after a lengthy battle with cancer. She fought a good fight and
finished her course with grace. 
Born in Colorado Springs to Larry and Sharon Hood on October 24, 1971.
She has one sister Becki. 
The family moved from Colorado Springs to Fort Collins in 1972. Her parents
owned Triple H Drywall, and she grew up in the construction industry. She
attended Faith Baptist School in Longmont, CO and graduated in 1990. After
high school, she attended Bob Jones University in Greenville, SC with a major
in Elementary Education and a minor in Home Economics. She graduated
with her BS in 1994. 
She met the love of her life, Jim Kruse, on a blind date in 1991. At this lunch
they discussed their mutual love of pizza, Pepsi, M & M’s, and football. They
were married December 31, 1993, at Front Range Baptist Church. 
Upon graduating from Bob Jones, Shelly became the kindergarten teacher at
Front Range Baptist Academy until 1999. While Kindergarten was not her
desired age group, she soon found her passion and love for this age. She
excelled in teaching fundamentals of reading, writing and arithmetic. 
Her final kindergarten graduation occurred in early May and on June 10th, Jim
and Shelly welcomed their first daughter, Emily. In April 2001, they welcomed
Allison, and in March 2003 they welcomed Angela. She focused her attention
on raising and training her daughters. She loved cooking and creating with



them. They formed an inseparable bond and she molded them to be Godly
young ladies. While balancing the duties of wife and mom, she started playing
the piano for church, choirs, and special music. She also offered private piano
lessons to those who had a passion for music as Shelly did. When the girls
started school, she became the piano player for all choirs and programs at
Front Range Baptist Academy. Her dad said it best when he stated, “nobody
could make that piano talk like Shelly could”. She loved music and watching
kids’ eyes lighten as they prepared and sang for programs. In 2013, she and
Jim started Copper Spring Solutions, a company that specializes in steel stud
framing, drywall, and acoustic treatments. 
She is preceded in death by two angel babies, both sets of grandparents, Don
and Lucille Hood (Ft Collins), and Norris and Norma Drovdal (Gillette, WY),
and one aunt, Ardith Hood (Pacific City, OR). She is survived by her adoring
husband, Jim, all three daughters, Emily and her fiancé Brenden, Allison, and
Angela, her parents, Larry and Sharon Hood (Ft. Collins), Becki (Tommy)
Burke of Cheyenne, numerous uncles, aunts and cousins. 
She was passionate about four things. She loved her God with all her heart
and desired those around her would know and love the same God. She loved
her husband and daughters with all her heart and devoted her entire life to
them. She loved good music. She loved Christmas and everything about the
holiday season. 
She will be greatly missed. 
Visitation will be held 4 - 7 pm, Thursday, December 9, 2021 at Bohlender
Funeral Chapel. The funeral service will be held 1 pm, Friday, December 10,
2021 at Front Range Baptist Church, 225 E. Harmony Rd. A private interment
will be held at Roselawn Cemetery.



Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 9. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (MT)

Bohlender Funeral Chapel
121 W. Olive Street
Fort Collins, CO 80524

Funeral Service

DEC 10. 1:00 PM.

Front Range Baptist Church
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Ruth Ferdig - December 10, 2021 at 12:00 PM

I sent this text to Shelly in late Sept of 2021. 
 
Me: Good Morning! 
 
I wanted you to know what an encouragement you are to me. 
 
Your faithfulness and strength are truly from the Lord. 
 
Love you! 
 
Her response. 
 
Shelly: Yes ma'am! Nothing but by the grace of God! I love you, my
friend! And thank you for your encouragement! 
 
These words touched my heart. 
 
My deepest condolences. 
 
Ruth Ferdig

December 09, 2021 at 11:49 PM

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Michelle Ann Kruse.

https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Paul and Mary Spitzer - December 09, 2021 at 03:42 PM

Shelly was the beacon of light at Front Range. Her heart-warming
smile and friendly waves to the people down front even after she got
sick was just a true inspiration and witness for Mary and I. The
piano at Front Range will never again sound so sweet. Paul and
Mary Spitzer.

December 09, 2021 at 12:04 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Michelle Ann Kruse.

December 09, 2021 at 09:12 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Michelle Ann Kruse.

December 08, 2021 at 09:22 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Michelle Ann Kruse.

https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Stephanie Gentry(Denney) - December 08, 2021 at 01:53 PM

Stephanie Gentry(Denney) purchased the Peacef
ul White Lilies Basket for the family of Michelle
Ann Kruse.

Linda Norman - December 08, 2021 at 01:46 PM

Shelly, the picture I have of you at the piano for not only church
services but school programs and other events will remain in my
heart for this lifetime. You have served so joyfully and selflessly in
so many activities at church. I remember your bringing a group of
young people to our home to sing carols to us at Christmas. Thank
you for the wonderful testimony you have lived. We will miss you
greatly.

God's Blessings - Kirk & Sue Larsen - December 08, 2021 at
11:02 AM

God's Blessings - Kirk & Sue Larsen purchased
the Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant for the family
of Michelle Ann Kruse.

December 08, 2021 at 10:56 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Michelle Ann Kruse.

https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

