Michael Douglas Lipe

December 10, 1947 - December 12, 2024

On December 12, 2024 Michael Lipe passed from this earth and opened his
eyes to see the glory of heaven.

Michael Douglas Lipe was born December 10, 1947. He was the first of 5
children born to Marian and Raymond Lipe in Hutchinson Kansas. At a young
age his parents moved to Great Bend, Kansas where Michael grew up and
attended school.

One of Michael’s fondest memories attending high school was being involved
in the marching band the Argonne Rebels from Great Bend High. The band
traveled to many competitions in the midwest and the south. He spoke fondly
of his friendships, traveling on a bus with no air conditioning and competing in
a wool uniform.

With his mother’s insistence he sang in the church children’s choir. Through
that experience he found his voice and his love of singing. He attended
Wichita State and Kansas State to obtain his bachelors and masters in vocal
performance. As a classically trained tenor he traveled throughout Germany,
Austria and Italy performing with symphonies, and operatic parts. He
performed with opera groups in San Francisco, Santa Fe, Wichita, Kansas
City, New York and Colorado. For several years he was the guest tenor at the
Breckenridge Music Festival.



His son Douglas Lipe was born September 16, 1982. Doug or “Bubba” was
his greatest joy and travel companion. Fond memories were created traveling
to Great Bend to visit Grandma and Grandpa Lipe.

After three months of dating, Michael married Suzanne Norman on January 6,
1990. They began their married life with Michael as a professor of voice at
Colorado State University. There, he taught voice lessons to students, many
of whom are in music or music theatre to this day. Michael directed and
conducted various choral groups and the orchestra for many musical shows at
CSuU.

After many years at CSU, Michael felt God calling him to serve in ministry. He
joined Timberline Church where he used music and theatre to minister to the
city of Fort Collins and the congregation. One meaningful moment was after
9/11 Michael erected 2 plexiglass towers which illuminated prayer requests on
colored sticky notes written by church goers. Hundreds of notes colored both
towers. So many people have mentioned how deeply impacted they were by
this experience.

He honored veterans every year with a citywide invitation to a July 4th day of
celebration. At the end of the day the choir performed a music program
honoring those who served in the armed forces.

His greatest joy during this tenure was the Passion Play which was performed
at the Lincoln Center for the Easter season. He wrote the script, worked with
cast members helping them to portray the part they were playing as well as
teaching the cast the powerful songs that were intertwined through the
program. Years later, cast members still cherish the memories created when
presenting the story of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection.



Michael had a heart for the elderly. He wanted to help all those he could to
“finish the race strong”. His desire was to provide a church service that sang
hymns from the past, to read and use their Bibles, and to hear the sound of
turning pages as church goers found the passages. His desire was to mentor
those who lost spouses, those diagnosed with heart breaking illnesses,
suffering from loneliness or other age-related challenges that hampered their
journey with the Lord. It was here, he and other members from another
church, created The Church at Fort Collins. Services met in the Lipe home
until it grew too large that a bigger space was necessary. The church moved
to the Coloradoan community room. Surrounded by glass and seeing the
beauty of nature, the church continued to meet and existed for approximately
seven years.

Through the years, Michael and Suzanne enjoyed discovering new places
together. Trips to Breckenridge, Grand Lake in the summer and Hawaii all
hold special memories.

He cherished each of his nieces and nephews: Annalis, Lindsay, Amber,
Mitchell, Kandi, Braydee and Zane. His extended children Sophia, Karlie,
Julia, Clara, Kadin, Gavyn and Brooklyn all were important to him. He
impressed on these young lives to love the Lord and live a life pleasing to
Him.

Michael is survived by his wife Suzanne, son Douglas, sister Carol (Sean),
brother Richard (Lisa), in-laws Howard & Linda Norman, brothers-in-law
Richard Norman, Chris Norman (Karen), sister-in-law Lianne Bowman, and
many precious nieces, nephews, god-children, all who call him Uncle Mike or
“‘Muncle”.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Raymond Lipe, Marian Lipe, sister



Sharolyn (Duane), brother Gary.

In lieu of flowers, a donation in Michael's honor can be made to the FRBC
Academy Music Department, 625 E. Harmony Rd., Fort Collins CO 80525.

The diagnosis of Stage |V pancreatic cancer came as a surprise in late July
2024. He felt God would use him through his cancer journey. His legacy will
be that he had a faith in God that never wavered. He “finished his race
strong”.

A celebration of life will be held 2pm, Friday, December 20, 2024 at Front
Range Baptist Church, 625 E. Harmony Rd, Ft. Collins, CO 80525.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

DEC 20. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (MT)

Front Range Baptist Church
625 E. Harmony Road
Fort Collins, CO 80525



Tribute Wall

Michael always had time to talk to me when | needed someone to
talk to. He wasn't just my pastor He was my friend. | will miss him
more than | have been.

Roxann Price - February 06, 2025 at 02:57 PM

Michael and Suzanne were so kind to visit my ailing father in the
hospital. The fellowship they brought to him meant so much to him
(and me!). How | wish he was still with us. But even though we miss
him here on earth, | am comforted by the fact that heaven has
gained a marvelous soul. What a great Christian man!!

Kevin Bachus

Kevin Bachus - December 19, 2024 at 03:18 PM

Pastor Michael will always be in our hearts! When Ron had a very
serious surgery in 2007 at MCR, Pastor Michael was a Chaplain at
that time. When | was heading to visit Ron one morning, our Charge
Nurse saw me coming down the hall and told me that Ron was
having a terrible morning. What did | do? | called Pastor Michael
and asked him if he could come and pray with us. Well.... he said, |
could, but | was just there, and | hope it's all right, but I really
chewed his butt! | had to laugh and told him that was the perfect
thing to do and thanked him. When | entered Ron's room right after
that call, Ron was sitting up with a smile on his face, shaved, and
showered. He was such a GREAT Chaplain and friend - being
serious with prayers and yet could lighten even the darkest days!
Our love and prayers go out to his family!

Marcie Woolworth - December 17, 2024 at 12:05 PM



Michael was an inspiration and joy.He sang at First Christian
Church back in the day and lifted all of us with his great voice. He
directed great performances at Timberline Church, and he evinced
sterling Christian character all the time. | live in his neighborhood
and he would never fail to stop when he drove by in his truck and
offer a good word. Neil Grigg

Neil Grigg - December 17, 2024 at 08:32 AM

Michael will forever be in our hearts and memories. He was a rock
when we lost our son and preached on Hope during the service. We
enjoyed being in the Passion play and he was a great teacher for
both music and acting.

Chris & Jerry Clark

Christina Clark - December 16, 2024 at 07:10 PM



