
Margaret D. Wedemeyer
July 20, 1924 - January 10, 2018

Margaret D. Wedemeyer 
Born on July 20, 1924 

 Parents: Lena Licking Wiggins and Elmer B. Wiggins 
 Preceded in death by her Mother Lena Bashaw, Father Elmer Wiggins,

Brother Ralph Wiggins and Sister Jean Baer 
 

Margaret was born in the Great Depression Era which taught her to live
simply. She grew up in a family who farmed with a team of horses and a
spring wagon in Nebraska Sand Hills. She rode behind her father to school on
the back of his horse. She brought her lunch in a little pot, and water in a
syrup jar due to lack of running water. This school first sparked her love of
learning, and she became a teacher in a one-room sod schoolhouse where
she taught the first through the eighth grades. Her school was located just
south of Seneca, Nebraska and was heated only by a pot-belly stove. She
moved from Nebraska to Fort Collins, Colorado and began working at United
Airlines Modification Center in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Though she was very
diligent in her work, faith was very important to Margaret (or Margy, as her
family knew her). She was baptized and attended the American Baptist
Church on Shields Street, In Fort Collins, Colorado. Her faith seemed to
always be a smoldering warmth which guided her actions in life. She was
rarely angered, and kept a calm and dignified demeanor. 



She moved to Hanford Washington where she worked in a defense plant. She
met and married Orland K. Wedemeyer on Jan 7th of 1945 and returned to
Nebraska, later traveling to Delaware, Ohio after her husband joined the army.
She supported the war efforts by working in a munitions plant. Though her
marriage did not last, her love of life bloomed when she returned to Fort
Collins. She worked for Colorado State University in the Food Services
Department from 1964 to 1987. She kept a robust garden and grew
vegetables, raspberries, and numerous flowers. Visiting family would
comment on how her garden looked like a page out of The Secret Garden as
they passed through an arch covered in white roses. She lived a peaceful life,
keeping a small house and painting in her garden. She grew her talent for art
and pottery by taking classes at CSU, and she traveled by bus to the ocean
when she craved adventure. She never drove or owned a car, and never
apologized for it. Instead, she walked to her local destinations admiring the
day as it unfolded around her. 

 

Though she warmed slowly to strangers, she was fiercely close to her sibling
and their families. Her sister Jean was always by her side, even following
Margy to the Greeley Place, an independent living facility in Greeley,
Colorado. When her nieces and nephews were growing up, she would create
new and exciting activities for them during their summer visits to her house.
She was always beloved by her nieces, nephews and their wonderful children.
To some of the children of her nieces and nephews, she was known as
‘Grandma Margy.’ She spread her love of reading and art to her adopted
grandchildren and walked them to preschool at Jack and Jill’s in Fort Collins.
She watched them learn to swim and grow. She walked with them through
childhood, pointing out paw prints in the cement sidewalks and cultivating in
them an appreciation for the quiet beauty of nature. 

Margaret passed away at Bonnell Good Samaritan Nursing Home with her
niece, Jill, by her side. To some, she may have seemed lonely in life, but to



those who knew her well, she was content in her solitude. She remains in the
hearts of the family and friends who survive her, and is at peace in the
gardens of heaven.
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Claudia Wiggins - February 10, 2018 at 01:40 PM

I loved you so much. You were the sister I always wanted. You
taught me so much about how to be caring and selfless and sharing
without the bonds of blood or rules of society. You were always
there, a good listener, a great gardener, a great cook and best of all,
a good friend. I can only hope that now you, Ralph, and Jean can
compare adventures and enjoy eternity together. I still have your
last photo pinned to my refrigerator. Hope I get to visit again with
you some day.

Jean E Barnes - February 09, 2018 at 01:44 AM

I will always remember how you and grandma came out to
Nebraska one year and made us a crab boil. You were always so
adventurous, artistic and encouraging. I appreciate all the time that I
got to spend with you and hope to see you again someday.

Crystal Strasburg - February 07, 2018 at 01:33 PM

I was one of Margy's caregivers at Greeley Place, she and I always
teased each other that we were the blue eyed Nebraska girls. She
had an infectious smile and a laugh that warmed my heart! She was
kind and generous spirited! She will be missed! RIP Ms Margy, I
love you! 
Crystal ( Sr Helpers)


