
Madeleine Patricia Rabideau
August 17, 1956 - August 15, 2017

Madeleine Patricia Rabideau passed peacefully on August 15, 2017 at the
age of 60, resigning this life in calm and humble hope of Heaven. As she
departed this world, she was surrounded by her family who loves her
immeasurably. Madeleine showed her immense strength until the end and will
forever be in our hearts. 

She was born Madeleine Duquette on August 17, 1956 in Plattsburgh, NY.
She grew up in Rouses Point, NY enjoying the shenanigans her older brothers
(Donald and Robert) were constantly partaking in and she spoke often of how
they were a wild bunch. She recalled trips to Quebec to visit her Aunts, Uncles
and cousins. She loved her extended family and recalled so many fun outings
with them. During her youth, she, her sister and mother would spend hours
baking, gardening, taking walks or doing crafts. At a young age Madeleine
took a great interest in sewing. As any teenage girl knows, new clothes are
the best and Madeleine had a passion for beautiful things. In those days she
had little funds to buy new clothes so she took it upon herself to create
amazingly fashionable pieces. She was meticulous in her seamstress skills.
She made countless flower girl dresses, bridesmaid dresses, prom dresses,
Halloween costumes and matching outfits for her girls, and beautiful
handmade Christmas stockings for her grandchildren. 

 

Madeleine met her husband, Ron, in high school and fell in love with this



charismatic basketball star. On March 31, 1973 she married the love of her life
and became Madeleine Rabideau. She gave birth to her first daughter,
Chrissy, very young in life but never complained of the sacrifices she had to
make to raise a child at such a young age. She loved her family fiercely and
wholly. In 1982, she gave birth to her second daughter, Jessica. Over the
years Madeleine worked intermittently while she raised her children but mostly
she was dedicated to being home with them. In 1986, her family moved to
Underhill Center, Vermont. She immediately began employment at the Essex
Health Center and loved getting out of the house. In 1988 she began working
at Saint Michael’s College in the Office of the Vice President for Academic
Affairs. She was an Executive Administrative Assistant for 26 years. She loved
Saint Michael’s for the people, the culture and the sense of home it provided
her girls when they attended school there. She met many of her lifelong
friends during her years at Saint Michael’s. When she retired in 2014, she did
so with mixed emotion. She did not want to stop working as she loved the
interactions with all the people she encountered but she wanted to travel and
be with her husband who had also recently retired. They had bought a home
in Arizona and hoped to spend winters nesting there and avoiding Vermont’s
long winters. In 2013, life took a twist for Madeleine and she was diagnosed
with Parkinsonism. It was not too long after the diagnosis however that it was
clear it was not a typical case. The disease she was laid to rest with was
Corticobasal Syndrome (CBS). It is rare neurological disease and there is no
treatment. Madeleine bravely faced this devastating disease with the same
finesse and poise she did with everything else in her life. She did not want
sympathy or people to feel sorry for her so she tried to function as normally as
she could for as long as she could. In her last years, she emphasized the
need to spread kindness. She said be kind to those you meet because you
never know what battles someone is struggling with. 

 

What we, as her family, would like you to remember most about Madeleine
was her love for life, her love of beautiful things and her immense generosity



of giving to others. She was never without a gift (or two) and never expected
anything in return. She loved watching the excitement on someone’s face as
they opened a gift from her and that look was enough to want her to do it
again and again. Madeleine loved to gather with friends and family and rarely
declined an opportunity for a gathering. Although winter was not one of her
favorite months, she gained a new love for the season when she and Ron
began snowmobiling regularly once the kids had fled the nest. One of her
favorite things was to head to “camp” and snowmobile on the trails in upstate
New York and Vermont. She continued this love for the outdoors throughout
the summer when the whole “gang” would get on their four wheelers for a day
of exploring or motorcycling through the Adirondacks. What Madeleine would
most like to be remembered for, though, was her love of travel to new places.
Her love of travel developed for two-reasons. The first was because her
mother had always wanted to travel and never got the chance during her life.
Madeleine felt every time she went somewhere new it was in honor of her
mother. The second was because of her love for adventure and doing new
things. Whether it be snorkeling off Maui, riding her bike at sunrise down an
amazing volcano, traveling to the Caribbean to witness the amazing blue
green waters, exploring the mountains of British Columbia in Banff or hitting
California’s best vacation spots--she was always game. She had so many
dreams of going to more places and she left her family with the promise that
they continue on her list of places to go. She wanted to instill the love of travel
in her grandchildren and for Ron to continue to explore all the places they had
talked about going. Madeleine always challenged her girls to be whatever they
wanted to be and go wherever they dreamed to go. She was an amazing
woman, wife, Mom, sister, Aunt, cousin, friend and confidant to so many. She
always said don’t sweat the small stuff and that she was ready for anything.
She will be greatly missed but her light will continue to shine in all those who
knew and loved her. 



Madeleine was loved and cared for beyond measure and is survived by her
husband of 44 years, Ronald, daughter’s Chrissy (Mike) Battaglia and Jessica
(Patrick) Miller, both of Colorado. She adored her grandchildren, Ella and
Justin Battaglia and Evelyn Miller. She also leaves behind her loving brothers,
Donald of Margate, FL and Robert (Cindy) of Peru, NY, and sister Beverly
(Larry) Sokol of Marlboro, MA, sister-in-law Luanne (Ron) Poland of
Plattsburgh, Aunt Murielle (Gagnon) Pharand of Pierrefonds, PQ, Uncle
Michel Merango of Sherbrooke, PQ, Uncle Andre Lemire of Dorval, PQ; along
with many nieces and nephews (Michelle, Kimberly, Matthew, Tiffany, Debbie,
Nicole, Julie, Lorrielle and Sieanna), many loving cousins from Canada, as
well as dear friends near and far. She is predeceased by her parents, Rene
and Raymonde (Gagnon) Duquette, father-in-law Francis T. Rabideau,
mother-in-law Elizabeth (Guerin) Rabideau, brother-in-law F. Thomas
Rabideau, and sister-in-law Rosemary (Rabideau) Faille. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10am on September 2, 2017 in the
Chapel of St. Michael the Archangel at St. Michael’s College in Colchester, VT
(https://www.smcvt.edu). The service will be followed by a “Celebration of Life”
in the Roy Room of Dion Student Center from 11am to 1pm. If you have
pictures, a story or memory to share for this celebration, please email a copy
to Christine.Battaglia@colostate.edu. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to the CurePSP foundation at http
s://www.psp.org in her memory. If flowers are ordered please contact Sally’s
Flowers (802-655-3894; http://www.sallysflowers.org/).



Previous Events

Mass of Christian Burial

SEP 2. 10:00 AM (ET)

Chapel of St. Michael the Archangel at St. Michael's College
810 Campus Rd, Colchester 

 05439
Colchester, VT

Celebration of Life

SEP 2. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Dion Student Center
94 Place Saint Michel 

 05439
Colchester, VT
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GE SQE team, Carlos Eguiraun and Alan Carter - August 28,
2017 at 02:28 PM

GE SQE team, Carlos Eguiraun and Alan Carter
purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray for
the family of Madeleine Patricia Rabideau.

August 28, 2017 at 12:17 PM

Rainbow Reflections Basket was purchased for
the family of Madeleine Patricia Rabideau.

August 28, 2017 at 12:13 PM

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Madeleine Patricia Rabideau.

https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1384&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1384&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bohlenderfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Amanda Steed - August 26, 2017 at 06:07 PM

I only knew Madeleine for a little over a year but in all my years of
caregiving, I never met another woman with such strength,
endurance, and courage as Madeleine. She never once complained
no matter what came her way. We shared so many good times
together, shopping, singing, talking while we walked, even sitting
quiet to enjoy every moment. To me, she was much like a mother
figure, so compassionate and sweet, even honest enough to tell you
"that blue is not your color." I will never forget Madeleine. She
touched my life in so many ways. She will definitely be deeply
missed. But like I said to her the last time I saw her, "Good Byes are
not forever. Good Byes are not the end. They only mean I'll miss
you, until we meet again!"

Chrissy
Battaglia

Chrissy Battaglia - September 08, 2017 at 11:36 AM

Amanda, you were an angel during the darkest of times of Mom and
our family. Thank you for caring for her like you would have cared for
someone in your own family. We will never forget all you did for her and
please know she loved you dearly too. You made her laugh when
laughter was short in abundance, you made her feel like a complete
person when she felt like less, you took her to do her favorite things
and that meant so much to all of us. Peace be with you and your family.
Whoever you care for next hopefully will see how blessed they are to
have in your life. love chrissy and family
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Hal Mero - August 26, 2017 at 07:13 AM

Madeline was one of a handful of true Rouses Pointers who went
with me all the way from Kindergarden all the way to 12th grade.
That was a very select and special few. She ALWAYS had a smile
and was quick to laugh making the rest of us happier in old NCCS.
Old Rouses Point and the rest of the world will be a little less bright
with her passing. My best wishes for her family, brothers and sister
in this, the hardest of times. 
Hal Mero..

Linda Couture - August 22, 2017 at 09:42 AM

Ron, Crissy, Jessica and Families. 
  

Keeping you all in our thoughts and prayers. You have many
memories that will keep her with you always. Crissy and Jess each
year when we had our Christmas get together she would share what
each of you were doing, and I remember the year that she shared
she was going to be a grandmother the excitement in her eyes said
it all. She always had that sparkle when she spoke of family. She
was proud of you and your accomplishments. See will be missed by
many. 

  
Marc & Linda Couture

Vince Bolduc - August 22, 2017 at 05:38 AM

Madeleine was a wonderful woman who was always so positive and
loving! She left the world a better place for her presence. My
prayers are with her family, Ron, Crissy and Jessica who she loved
so much. 

 Vince Bolduc
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George Dameron - August 21, 2017 at 07:37 PM

I wish to express my deepest sympathy to Madeleine's family. This
is a loss for all of us. From 1988 to her retirement in 2014,
Madeleine was the person around which virtually everything at Saint
Michael's College seemed to turn. Faculty members like myself
adored working with her. She was quintessentially professional in all
she did, and she did her job with the utmost grace, patience, and
friendliness. Without her organizational skills, I doubt Saint
Michael's College would have a Phi Beta Kappa chapter today. I
can still see her at one of those former college Christmas parties
many years ago burning the floor while dancing with Marilyn
Cormier. With my deepest sympathy, George Dameron (Department
of History)

Kathy Mahnke - August 21, 2017 at 04:45 PM

I am so very sorry to have to say goodbye to Madeleine. I first met
her when I arrived at Saint Michael's in the 1980's. She helped me
through many ups and downs during my 25 years there, and I'll
never forget her kindness. Sometimes I would wander over to the
VP's office just so I could see her reassuring smile and say hello. I'll
miss you Madeleine.

Liz Inness-Brown - August 21, 2017 at 01:58 PM

Madeleine was a wonderful colleague that I knew from the moment I
arrived at St. Mike's. She always greeted me with a smile and made
me feel that I was her personal friend, not just another faculty
member. I was sad when she retired; we have missed her! And now
even sadder that we can no longer play Scrabble on Facebook
together. She had a sharp sense of humor, but never never never
was she unkind. Rest well, Madeleine.
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mae Harrington - August 21, 2017 at 01:38 PM

Madeleine was such an amazing woman. I will always cherish the
walks, shopping trips and eating out every Friday while in Az. And
her love for playing scrabble. She always won. I miss her so much
but know that she isn't struggling anymore. Madeleine, I will never
forget you and will hold on to our fond memories. RIP. Mae

margery harvey - August 21, 2017 at 11:55 AM

my deepest sympathies, Marge Harvey

AnnieB - August 21, 2017 at 08:20 AM

I know that words are inadequate at a time like this, but I wanted
you to know how very sorry I am for your loss. May you find comfort
in God's promise at Isaiah 25:19.


