Joseph Gary Rymski, Jr.

August 30, 1978 - October 10, 2023

There are certain people who make the world a little brighter, a little kinder,
and a little lighter. Joe was one of those people. Words don’t seem adequate
in describing the impact he had though I'll try.

Joe was optimistic, thoughtful, clever, and dedicated. He could learn and do
anything that he put his mind to. He loved to cook and he was phenomenal at
it; he was constantly watching videos to find a new recipe or technique (our
family was spoiled every year when the Rymski brothers cooked Thanksgiving
dinner). Joe loved his vehicles (plural, of course) and he loved his rides with
Peak to Peak. He was happiest outside, particularly at the beach, and he
loved the warmth of summer and its long days.

Joe was an extrovert (though he didn’t realize it until last year) and he loved to
be with his friends and family. He also loved being a dog dad and was
completely wrapped around the paws of his girls. Joe loved his career at
CSU- it was a source of great pride and his team in Web were his chosen
family. He loved watching standup and would cry when he laughed too hard.
He was meticulous and a project was never complete until the level had been
brought out to ensure it was exact.

Joe — you were funny (it is literally now memorialized that you were right and |
was wrong).



Joe was also not perfect, though none of us are. Every project needed to
account for the Rymski factor, which added anywhere from 2 hours to 2 days
of additional time. He snored. He refused to wake up until he had hit the
snooze button 10 times. He detested being cold yet insisted on wearing
shorts, even while shoveling snow. He wore a watch and yet always was
caught off guard by how late it was. He swore, loudly and in public. He had
absolutely no self-control when it came to Sour Skittles or SweeTARTS.

Joe cared for everyone else with his entire heart so much that he put himself
last when he deserved to put himself first. While COVID brought some of us
peace, it brought Joe many demons.

Without him, the world has become a little darker, a little harder, and lot
heavier.

In lieu of flowers, consider doing any of the following:

» Reach out to friend you haven’t talked to and meet them for coffee.
* Go for a walk, especially with a dog.

* Find a new recipe and cook a fabulous meal.

« Watch some standup and laugh until you cry.

* Do a project around the house or on your car.

* Help someone you know (or someone you don'’t).

 Eat a pack of Sour Skittles or SweeTARTS.

If you do all of these and it’s still not enough, send a donation to an animal
rescue of your choice or give cash donations to the TLC Fund at Countryside
Animal Hospital in Joe’s name.

With hearts that knew his love and which are broken now with his loss,
Megan, Dan, Mageen, Darius, Ahlanna, Gracie, Sadie, Indigo, Doug, Louise,



Darrell, Debbie, and Anthony.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

OCT 21. 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (MT)

Fossil Creek Park Lake Pavilion
5821 South Lemay Avenue
Fort Collins, CO 80525



Tribute Wall

I knew Joe over 20 years ago when we were just kids. He is the
reason why | am in the career | am in. He is why | cannot hear
Biggie on the radio without bursting into laughter. | think of Burger
King, fuchsia Geo Storms, Enzo's pizza and X-files. For. Number of
years he was family to me and | will always be grateful for the good
times in those years. | am so sorry to hear of his passing and my
thoughts are with his family and friends.

Cat Fuster - November 11, 2023 at 01:59 PM

What a beautiful tribute to Joe. We worked together at CSU and |
will always remember his kindness, his sense of humor and trading
stories about our rescue pups. One of those conversations led to
me trying some Freshpet for my dog, who now enjoys the turkey
bacon with his dinner. Sending love and light to his family and
friends.

Mary Guiden - October 20, 2023 at 07:41 PM



I met Joe at the City in the IT department 10 years ago where he
was my manager and | immediately recognized what a good human
being he was, passionate about is work, kind, empathetic, and a
great sense of humor (we laughed a lot)! Before he left for CSU, his
personal recommendation helped launch my career at the City and |
am still in that management role today. And he introduced me to
chicken and waffles at the 415 (which | love). The world is less
without him. My sincere condolences to his family.

Brad Morgan - October 19, 2023 at 04:20 PM

| remember how Joe came to our department at CSU by removing
the refrigerator from what was my darkroom and what would
become our server room. As one of the biggest users of storage on
campus Joe walked into his challenging client. He was so helpful
throughout my career with both professional and personal IT issues.
He recently reached out to me to be sure, even in my retirement, |
did not lose access to software licensing. We shared an interest in
motorcycles often greeting each other in the M space. | will always
remember his smile!

Bill Cotton - October 19, 2023 at 01:18 PM

My deepest condolences Megan. Joe was a really nice guy, and
loved you (and the girls) beyond measure.

Your wedding reception was so much fun (hands down best "candy
buffet " ever!).

I loved seeing the adventures you had together as well.

My heart hurts for you, and your family.

I hope his memory will bring you smiles, through tears, always.
Hugs my friend.

Nicole Lyn Vasquez - October 18, 2023 at 08:44 PM



Thank you for sharing this beautiful tribute to Joe. It is
heartbreakingly accurate, making me smile and cry in the same
moment. The serendipity of running into Joe in the W Cafe in
Gunnison on June 19 is something | will always be grateful for.
Looking up to see his big smile was such a shock and so delightful.
He will be missed and always loved.

Leslie - October 18, 2023 at 06:43 PM

Joe was one of the first programmers | worked with at CSU, and |
was always impressed with his work and loved his sense of humor.
Huge loss.

Mike Brake - October 18, 2023 at 12:04 PM

My condolences to Joe’s family. | knew Joe when he worked in the
Registrars Office at Colorado State. Joe was a good person and
cared about the quality of his work. | wish you all well.

Jamie Yarbrough - October 17, 2023 at 09:19 PM

Joe consistently checked in and | can hear his voice saying, "Hey
Connie, how's it going?" He genuinely cared. | tried to offer the
same opportunity he regularly extended to ask and listen and care. |
appreciated this about Joe. He truly amazed me as he would share
about his cooking skills and Turkey-takeover at Thanksgiving. In his
honor, I'm going to find a new Fall dish to serve my family.

Connie Schimmels - October 17, 2023 at 05:20 PM



| think you did him justice with this incredibly beautiful and heartfelt
tribute. My thoughts are with you all and I'm so very sorry

Cindy Sheehan - October 17, 2023 at 05:39 PM

Joe was literally the best superior | have had in my career. | retired
after working from the time | was 12 until | was almost 63. Joe was my
guide and defender and working friend for too short a time that brief
time of 5 or 6 years but WOW what a great man and his wife Megan
too. | cannot express the greatness of his impact in my life that he
gifted me adequately! | selfishly wish | could have given him something
that impacted him as much as his gift to me. My prayers to Megan and
Joes family and | think Joe made so many gifts to all of us his influence
will in this world will never end.

Mark Coope - October 18, 2023 at 08:55 PM

Joe literally made my work at CSU possible for the last two decades. If
there was something we needed to do but couldn't do, he'd build a
solution and then patiently walk my non-It brain through every step. He
was always Super Joe to me. He was a sweetheart and a genius and a
truly good guy, and | am grateful to have known him.

Cara Neth - October 20, 2023 at 11:29 AM

Bohlender Funeral Chapel - October 17, 2023 at 12:11 PM



He is already missed

Larry Chapman - October 17, 2023 at 01:01 PM



