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James H. Fischer, a lifelong resident of Fort Collins, went to meet our Lord
and Savior on May 8, 2006, after a short illness. Mr. Fischer was born in Fort
Collins on Easter Sunday in 1922. Jim was a product of Colorado, being born,
raised and educated in Fort Collins. He went through grade school, high
school Fort Collins High and Colorado State University then Colorado A&M,
obtaining a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering. During college, he
was an active member of the SAE fraternity and served as treasurer of its
Alumni House Corporation for many years. During World War Il, he served in
the field artillery and infantry and was with the 1st Infantry Division in Europe.
On his return from Europe in 1946, he finished his college education and was
briefly employed by an engineering consulting firm in Kansas City in 1947. In
early 1948, he returned to Fort Collins and found employment with the Beet
Sugar Development Foundation as a mechanical engineer. In 1951, he
became the research manager for the Foundation. The Foundation's national
research office remained in Fort Collins until shortly after his retirement in April
1987. For several years after retirement, he continued to work as a consultant
to the Foundation for its Beet Sugar Institute, a continuing education program
at CSU. For his service to the beet sugar industry, Jim received the
prestigious Savitsky Award in 1985, and the equally prestigious Sugarman of
the Year award in 1986. Jim was listed in both "Who's Who in Science" and
"Who's Who in the West." Jim was a Boy Scout leader for 25 years and
received the Scouter's Key, Honorary Bronze Bighorn and a Meritorious



Service Award from the Longs Peak Council. He was the founder of Troop
and Explorer Post No. 96 at St. John's Lutheran Church and served on
numerous district and council committees. His proudest scouting
achievements included guiding 11 boys to the rank of Eagle Scout and helping
to obtain the donation of land for the Ben Delatour Scout Ranch. In addition to
his service to scouting, he was an active participant in community
organizations including being an active member of the Fort Collins Lions Club
for more than 50 years, where he was a past president. For his work with the
Lions Club Eyeglass Program, he received the Lions Foundation
Humanitarian Award. He was active in the Poudre School District, serving as a
member of the Advisory Committee for eight years and chairman for three
terms. In the Fort Collins Chamber of Commerce, he was a director and was
treasurer from 1957 to 1959. Jim was the director of the Fort Collins United
Fund for three years and director of the Fort Collins Centennial Commission
and a lifetime member of St. John's Lutheran Church and at his passing, had
the longest term continuous membership in the church, that was founded by
his father, Ernest Fischer. Jim was an avid CSU Rams football fan and served
several years as chairperson of the Fort Collins High School 50-Year Club. He
is an Honor Alum of Fort Collins High School. In May 1944, Jim married his
college sweetheart, Virginia Kroll, who preceded him in death in 1972. He
married a second time to Mary Witkop, who preceded him in death in 1986.
Jim was also preceded in death by his father, Ernest, who was a Larimer
County Commissioner for 20 years; his mother, Ida; two brothers, George and
Elmer; and one sister, Gertrude. He is survived by two sons, James L. Fischer
of Fort Collins and Dennis G. Fischer of Centennial; five grandsons; three
great-grandchildren; and a special friend, Clara Alley. Services for Jim will be
at 2 p.m. Friday at St. John's Lutheran Church, 305 E. Elizabeth St., with
interment to follow at Grandview Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be made to the Fort Collins Lions Club Foundation or the Lutheran Hour
Ministries in care of Bohlender Funeral Chapel, 121 W. Olive St., Fort Collins,
CO 80524.



