
Cecil Francis Summers
August 14, 1920 - August 31, 2012

Cecil Francis Summers, 92, passed away August 31, 2012, at Poudre Valley
Hospital. Born in Wilson, Kansas, August 14, 1920, to James and Laura Ware
Summers, Cecil spent his youth in western Kansas until the family moved to
the eastern plains of Colorado in the 1930s. It was in Eads, Colorado, that he
met Lola Clark, and the young couple secretly married in Sharon Springs,
Kansas, in 1940. They would celebrate 65 years of marriage before Lola's
death in 2006. Cecil joined the U.S. Navy in 1943, serving for 18 months on
Tinian Island during World War II. He was discharged in 1946 and returned to
civilian life with Lola and then 1-year-old son, Jerry, in Eads, Colorado. In
1948, the couple moved to Fort Collins, where they started an automotive
repair business south of town on Hwy. 287. Summers Auto Repair began at
that time and has since moved through three locations and three generations
of Summers, subsequently owned/operated by Cecil's son, Jerry, and today,
by grandson, Gary. Granddaughter, Jill, also currently works with the family
business. After his retirement from the auto repair business in 1973, Cecil
started a carpet cleaning business, and then fully retired in 1980. He was a
longtime member of the Elks Club, the Moose Lodge, and the Amateur
Trapshooters Association. Never an idle man, Cecil was an avid hunter,
fisherman, and trapper. Children and grandchildren inherited their passion for
the outdoors through spending many family vacations at Cecil and Lola's
Buckhorn Canyon cabin in the 70s and 80s. Cecil was a competitive
trapshooter for several years, participating in meets across the country with



family. He and Lola enjoyed their travels to Alaska, Hawaii, Jamaica, Las
Vegas, and Florida, among other places, during their lifetime together.
Woodworking, bird carving, and crocheting were other hobbies. Cecil created
and generously gifted many pieces of furniture, art, and crocheted items to
family and friends. Both of his grandchildren have genuine grandfather clocks
that he crafted. He loved sports of all kinds, and was rarely misinformed of the
picks or point spreads. Cecil is survived by a sister, Edrie Oster, Hugo, CO.;
son, Jerry Pat Summers of Fort Collins; daughter, Janice Summers of San
Pedro, California; grandson, Gary Summers; granddaughter, Jill Doug Mann;
great granddaughters, Courtney Mann and Amanda Summers; great
grandson, Spencer Summers, and great great granddaughter, Kenna Mann
Hutchinson, all of the Fort Collins area; long-time loyal friends, Warren and
Teresa Baxter and family of Fort Collins; and close friend, Gerri Ridnour. The
family wishes to thank the caring staff at the Residence at Oakridge Assisted
Living for their kind and special attention to Cecil throughout his tenure there.
A Memorial Service will be held in Cecil's honor with Pastor Paul McGraw
officiating at the Fort Collins BPO Elks #804, 1424 E Mulberry Street, on
Friday, September 14, 2012 at 3:30 p.m. Contributions to Pathways Hospice
or the Alzheimer's Foundation may be made in Cecil's name, in care of
Bohlender Funeral Chapel, 121 West Olive, Fort Collins, Colorado, 80524.
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Randy Schwindt - September 12, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Jerry, So sorry for your loss. Your Dad was a great man and
someone I always admired due to his creative ways of doing things.
My Dad still tells the story of Cecil overhualing his 1941 ford for
$75.00. Our thoughts and prayer are with you. Randy and Kim
Schwindt.

Richard and Ruby Cienfuegos - September 09, 2012 at 12:00 AM

So sorry to hear about Cecil. Our deepest sympathy to all the family.
I have many fond memories of Cecil and Jerry. Your shop was next
door to our shop Joe's Auto Upholstery" God Bless...

gene benson - September 08, 2012 at 12:00 AM

I remember Mr. Summers from many years ago. He has remained a
favorite person in my life. I remember him ever since I was a 1949
graduate at Ft. Collins High school. He had a shop south of Ft.
Collins on 287. My Dad had me take the farm truck in for repairs.
and I took my first car in for repairs. I will always remember how
friendly and professional to me,just a "Kid." As long as he had a
shop in Fort Collins I would stop at his shop for repairs or just to say
Hello. He was a fine person.

Sue Coram - September 07, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Dear Jerry, Gary and family, I never have the right words, but know
that my heart goes out to you. Blessings to you all.
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Lisa Duncan - September 06, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Jerry, Janice and Family, The memories of Grandpa will always be
very dear in my heart. May he rest in peace. Lisa

Sam and Linda Eley - September 06, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Jerry and Pat - don't know if you remember us from the trap
shooting days, but we remember good times with you two and Cecil
at many shoots. We worked at Woodward. We have been back in
Wisconsin for 26 years now. Our sympathy to you in the loss of your
father. He was such a fun guy! Our e-mail is dubay1@att.net, and
we would love to hear from you.
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