Barbara Jane Voorhies
February 19, 1932 - October 15, 2024

Barbara J. (Ottman) Voorhies, 92, died peacefully on the morning of October
15, 2024 while holding hands with Bill, her beloved husband of over 71 years.
Over the last year of Barbara’s life, with courage and grace that was an
example to her family and friends, Barbara had been dealing with the effects
of two separate serious medical conditions.

Barbara Jane Ottman was born near Watertown, in upstate New York, on
February 19, 1932. Shortly after Barbara’s birth, her parents, Joseph and
Hazel (Mason) Ottman, moved to the area around Niagara Falls, NY to find
work and to be closer to family. While times were sometimes tough for the
family during the Great Depression, in keeping with her positive outlook on
things, Barbara had many very fond memories of this phase of her life.

In Barbara’s early teens, her father took a job that resulted in the family
moving to Ashtabula, OH. The move was particularly consequential for
Barbara because it was in Ashtabula, as a young woman, that she first met
her future husband, William Voorhies.

Barbara was a good and serious student who enjoyed balancing school, work
and social activities. During her secondary school years, through her
involvement in school choirs, Barbara developed a lifelong love for music. She
also enjoyed dancing, going to movies, and being a good friend to others.



Barbara graduated from Ashtabula High School in 1950 and completed one
year of college at Kent State University.

While Barbara and Bill spent a great deal of time together during their
secondary school years, their life pursuits did, for a time, often take them in
different directions. Barbara and Bill never lost track of each other, however,
and they were married in Ashtabula on July 2, 1953, while Bill was home on
military leave. Barbara joined Bill in England for the final portion of his military
service; a time that they both enjoyed so much that England became a regular
travel destination later in their married life.

Upon returning to Ohio, Barbara began perfecting her skills as a homemaker,
for which she had both a gift and a passion. Barbara and Bill welcomed
daughter Robin in 1955, son Mark in 1959, and daughter Rebecca in 1966.
Barbara'’s greatest joy in life came from caring for her family—she was a
wonderful wife and mother. She also loved watching as the “family tree”
expanded through the birth of five beloved grandchildren and seven beloved
great-grandchildren. Large family gatherings always brought great joy to
Barbara.

Barbara also enjoyed a number of other things during her life, including
spending time with family and friends, sewing and stitchery, attending church,
playing cards, playing golf, attending performing arts events, and travelling. In
all of these pursuits, her pleasant and gentle demeanor, and her perpetually
positive outlook on life, always made it fun for others to be around her.

Barbara was preceded in death by her mother and father, a brother, a son-in-
law, and a granddaughter--all of whom she loved dearly. Barbara is survived
by her husband and three children, 11 grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
her sister and brother-in-law, and other extended family and dear friends—all
of whom are going to miss her very much.



In keeping with Barbara’s wishes, a simple memorial service was held on
Sunday, October 20 at First Presbyterian Church in Fort Collins. Interment
was in First Presbyterian’s columbarium. No other funeral services are
planned.

In lieu of flowers or gifts, donations of any amount to a hospice provider in
your local area, such as AccentCare in Fort Collins, would have been
appreciated by Barbara.



Tribute Wall

I love you, Mom. | miss you so much. Dad
misses you most of all.

Becky - July 06, 2025 at 04:24 AM

Happy 93rd Birthday today, Mom. We're all
missing and loving you so much. | wish you
were here. | love you @

Becky - February 19, 2025 at 06:35 PM

I love and miss you, Mom. Wishing you were
here for Christmas. It's not the same without
you.

Becky - December 24, 2024 at 06:36 PM

Becky lit a candle in memory of Barbara Jane
Voorhies

Becky - December 01, 2024 at 03:22 PM



I love you. You're on my mind today. We won,
Mom. It'll all be good.

Becky - November 17, 2024 at 06:58 PM

Becky lit a candle in memory of Barbara Jane
Voorhies

Becky - November 12, 2024 at 09:29 PM

I love and miss you dearly, Mom

Becky - November 03, 2024 at 08:23 PM

Becky lit a candle in memory of Barbara Jane
Voorhies

Becky - October 28, 2024 at 10:18 AM




Uncle Bill, Robin, Mark and Becky ~ We are so sorry for your loss.
Aunt Barb kept a special and loving place in all our hearts. She was
always full of light, life and love. Her kindness and sweet nature
should be something we all strive for. We still make recipes she
gave to us as part of a wedding gift, 44 years ago! She will be
missed. We know she is in a much better place, out of any
discomfort. She's now frolicking amongst the beautiful flowers,
laughing and dancing with Ron, Martha and many others who
greeted her with open and loving arms. All our love and prayers to
all of you at this difficult time. Scott and Dee Ann Ware

Scott & Dee Ann Ware - October 22, 2024 at 04:16 PM

Scott & Dee Ann Ware lit a candle in memory |
of Barbara Jane Voorhies

AN

Scott & Dee Ann Ware - October 22, 2024 at 04:07 PM
Bill, Robin, Mark and Becky, Out thought and prayers are with you
at this time. Katy and Dick Christopher

Katy Christopher - October 20, 2024 at 01:45 PM

Jamie Cassell lit a candle in memory of |

Barbara Jane Voorhies

Jamie Cassell - October 19, 2024 at 06:30 PM



Becky,

| am so very sorry for the loss of your lovely mother. You and your
family are in my prayers.

Jamie Cassell (Burns)

Jamie Cassell - October 19, 2024 at 06:28 PM

With sadness in my heart condolences goes ]
out to theVoorhies family. My thoughts and

prayers are with you all. Barbara will be sadly | i
missed forever. Loveland Suzie Ceravolo and u
David Rowley

Sue Ceravolo - October 17, 2024 at 06:05 PM

Becky Ceravolo lit a candle in memory of |

Barbara Jane Voorhies

Becky Ceravolo - October 17, 2024 at 05:15 PM

Mom, I really miss you. | missed you since the moment you were
gone. | love you so much. | keep talking to you and letting you know
we'll all be ok. This won't be the first message | send you. | need to
talk to you and I'll do it here. Like | always told you the date Today is
Thursday October 17th in the year of our Lord 2024. | love you and
will forever miss you. You'll always be my baby cakes.

Becky Ceravolo - October 17, 2024 at 05:12 PM



