Jack Allison Redden
September 24, 1926 - May 20, 2019

Jack Redden passed away peacefully Monday, May 20, 2019. He was 92, born
September 24, 1926 in Rossville, Illinois. He was preceded in death by his wife Harriet
and daughter Alison. He is survived by daughters Becky (Garry) Sauro of Chandler, AZ
and Jill (Eric) Richards of Fort Collins, CO; grandchildren Shad Goodsell, Amanda Sauro,
Kevin Sauro, Samantha Sauro, Jess (Kevin) Jacobi, Julian Richards, step-granddaughter
Jessica Fox and great-granddaughter Kira Fox, and many nieces, nephews, and greatnieces and nephews.
Jack grew up on a farm in Alvin, Illinois, as the youngest of five children. He joined the
Marine Corps at 18, and his company commander at the time saw potential in Jack,
encouraging him to apply for the V-12 program, which would allow him to attend college
rather than serve overseas. He was accepted and obtained his bachelor’s degree at
Dartmouth and PhD at Harvard in geology, both covered as part of the GI Bill.
Jack met his wife Harriet while he was at Harvard. They were married in 1951 and moved
to Custer, SD while Jack was finishing up his PhD and working for the U.S. Geological
Society. He continued to work for the USGS in Lakewood, CO until 1959, when he
obtained his first teaching position at Virginia Polytechnic Institute (now Virginia Tech). In
1964, Jack became part of a team developed a new university in Ohio, known as Wright
State University, where he served as Dean for five years. In 1969, Jack had the
opportunity to return to the Black Hills to serve as professor of Geology at South Dakota
Scholl of Mines and Technology. This was where he remained until his retirement in 1991,
continuing as professor emeritus. After retirement he continued to work on the geology
map of the Black Hills for the USGS and as an independent consultant until the age of 82.
Jack’s real love was field geology. His informal supportive ways created bonds and
affected his students in positive ways over the years. He managed numerous summer
field camps and conducted field trips for countless visiting students and professors. His
students have told many tales of trying to keep up with him tromping up hillsides, or
holding on for dear life as a passenger in one of his VW bugs on backcountry roads.

Jack’s most prized accomplishment was his completion of the USGS Geologic Map of the
Black Hills, published in 2018 with colleague Ed DeWitt after almost 25 years of work and
research. He also was a major contributor to the geologic illustration exhibit at the Journey
Museum in Rapid City, which depicts all of the geologic formations spanning the geologic
history of the Black Hills. In 2016, Jack was inducted into the South Dakota Hall of Fame
for his contributions in geology to the State of South Dakota.
Jack always expressed gratitude for many blessings in his life including his family and
friends and all the opportunities he was given. He was a mountain of a man - lover of
geology, teaching, the outdoors, gardening, martinis, and his many dogs. He will be
greatly missed!
The family would like to thank New Mercer Commons, Centre Avenue Health and Rehab
Center, and Pathways Hospice for all their care of Jack in his last few year’s stay in Fort
Collins. In lieu of flowers, please send donations to the Darton Geological Society or Best
Friends Animal Society.
A Celebration of his life will be held at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 20, 2019 at the
Performing Arts Center, 601 Columbus Street in Rapid City, SD.

Comments

“

Jack was larger than life and a great geology mentor. He was the first to hire me to
teach Field Camp and paid me a rare compliment by saying “You know Karel, you
really think like a geologist!” He would come up to Field Camp for the metamorphic
week and students collected “Jackisms” which had more to do with his big
personality than with geology. When life kicked me in the teeth, he was the only one
to reach out because he cared and became my good friend. He took me to The
Playhouse and other productions and we had great discussions about life and he
helped me to heal. I loved being in the field with him and his canine field companions
because I learned so much; not just about metamorphic rocks but about what a well
rounded human being really is. Those memories will always be with me. Goodbye
my friend. I miss you.

Karel Bielstein - May 26 at 01:47 PM

“

Jack always looked for the best in people. He knew that we all had our faults, but he
always looked to see what good new ideas his associates could come up with. He had a
big kind heart. He will be dearly missed. Rick Redfern
Rick Redfern - May 27 at 07:16 PM

“

I had the honor of being jacks neighbor for over 18 years. Jack had many interning stories I
loved spending afternoons on the porch chatting with him. He will always hold a special
place in my heart. Rest easy jack
susan calvert - June 02 at 01:13 PM

